
ADAPTATION(S)
09.01.23 - 10.29.23

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
FRI 1-5, SAT 11-5, SUN 11-5

CLIMATE WEEK GUIDED TOURS  
09.19.23 11-1

09.22.23  11-4
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Governors Island and without the unrelenting enthusiasm of our many students, faculty and 
colleagues at Pratt Institute.  

ORGANIZERS: 
Alex Barker - Chairperson Graduate Architecture and Urban Design (GAUD), Pratt Institute
Allison Druin - Vice Provost for Research and Strategic Partnerships Pratt Institute 
David Erdman - Director Center for Climate Adaptation Pratt Institute
Adam Friedman - Chief Strategy Officer, Pratt Provost’s Office for Research and Strategic Partnerships 
Quilian Riano - Dean School of Architecture Pratt Institute 
Alexandra Zernik - Research and Strategic Partnerships Coordinator Pratt Institute 

COORDINATORS: 
Poyao Shih - Special Projects Coordinator, Pratt GAUD

PRATT INSTITUTE STUDENT ASSISTANTS:
Many graduate assistants worked on the content and development of these exhibitions, all of 
whom deserve thanks. Those noted below had a sustained role in Summer 2023.

RESEARCH GRADUATE ASSISTANTS: 
Patrick Rutan - M.Arch 2024
Emily Young  - M.Arch 2024
Julia Young  - M.Arch 2024
Isaac Xu  - M.Arch 2024
Emily Lawranson - M.Arch 2024

GRADUATE ASSISTANTS: 
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Aysin Bahar Sahin - M.Arch 2025
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Special thanks to: Bjarke Ingels, Kai-Uwe Bergmann, Daniel Sundlin , Jeremy Siegel and 
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Chinellato and Summer Liu of SO–IL, to Eva Castro and Tai Lee Siang of Singapore University 
of Technology and Design, to Henk Ovink and the UNWC team, to Jing Liu MS.Arch Program 
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Institute, to Mary Mattingly of Swale/Pratt Institute, the NY Climate Exchange and The Billion 
Oysters Project  for their commitment and efforts (together with their faculty, students and  
teams) to make these exhibitions possible.



Adaptation(s) collects four exhibitions 
in Pratt’s Indoor Public Programming 
space on Governors Island located within 
Nolan Park. Each exhibition centers on 
differing aspects of climate adaptation 
and includes world leading architects 
(like Bjarke Ingels Group and SO-IL), 
alongside students from Pratt’s School 
of Architecture and various local and 
international community partners who 
collaborated on workshops/events 
Pratt hosted surrounding the UN Water 
Conference in March 2023. 

DETAILS:
Access - The exhibitions are open to the public Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays from 1pm -5pm at Nolan Park 14 on 
Governors Island.  Please take the Governors Island Ferry 
departing from Manhattan at the Battery Maritime Building (10 
South Street). 
Guided Tours - Pratt will be offering specially timed guided 
tours for NY Climate Week on Tuesday, September 19 11:00 am 
- 1:00 pm EDT (by RSVP only) and on Friday September 22 from 
11:00 am - 4:00 pm.

The exhibitions  are accompanied by a panel event entitled “IA: 
Island(ing) Adaptations” taking place across Nolan Park at the 
Admiral’s House on September 22nd and orchestrated (together 
with the exhibitions)  on the dual occasions of NYC Climate Week 
and the UN SDG Summit.  

SO-IL: Grounding Adaptations - An exhibition looking at 
adapting buildings to have ground-like capacities by SO-IL 
including a selection of completed and upcoming projects from 
Brooklyn, Europe and beyond.

BIG: Adaptive Archipelago -  A series of strategies for adapting 
various existing anA series of strategies for adapting various 
existing and artificial archipelagos to our planet’s changing 
climate by BIG including a selection of completed and upcoming 
projects including models of the “Big U” under construction in 
NYC, Oceanix and its prototypes in Busan, Korea.

Condensations 1.0/2.0; Living With Water (NYC/SG) -An 
exhibition including outcomes of two related but separate 
workshops in NYC and Singapore that examined scaleable nature 
based solutions for key areas in their regions using integrative 
Artificial Intelligence-based design methods. The exhibition 
includes outcomes from the U.N. Water Conference side event 
hosted at Pratt: Condensations Part 3; Design and Action and 
showcases students’ ideas from various universities across the 
globe working alongside local community organizations in both 
regions.

Archipelogics 2.0 -  The second annual exhibition including 
work from recent Master of Science in Architecture and Master 
of Science in Urban Design yearlong studios at Pratt focused on 
building adaptation in Nolan Park,  Governors Island and Urban 
Adaptation in Red Hook, Brooklyn - located on Long Island. 

Swale AND Billion Oysters Houses - Exhibitions in the nearby 
Swale House and Billion Oysters Project House including work of 
Pratt Faculty and students are also on display concurrently. See 
Nolan Park 11 and Nolan Park 16

SoA GAUD


