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Independent  Study at  Prat t  
 

Pol i c i e s  and Procedures  
 
 
Purpose  
 
The Independent Study provides opportunities for students to explore academic 
topics that are not covered in the established curriculum. An Independent Study is a 
for-credit course carried out under the supervision and mentorship of a faculty 
member.  
 
Student  Elig ib i l i ty  
 
Students should be matriculating juniors, seniors and graduate students and have a 
cumulative GPA of 3.0 to be eligible.  
 
A student may take up to 6 credits of Independent Study towards their undergraduate 
or graduate degree, and may not take more than one Independent Study course during 
any one semester.  
 
The Independent Study takes place outside of the students’ scheduled class hours and 
outside of the supervising faculty’s scheduled teaching load. 
 
Requirements 
 

1. The student must be eligible to do an Independent Study, show competence 
to engage in the research/creative work, and have the requisite preparation to 
do the work for the Independent Study.  
 

2. A faculty member must agree to guide and supervise the Independent Study. 
 

3. An Independent Study form must be filled out with all requisite documents 
attached. Independent Study forms are available in the Office of the Provost 
and in the Office of Academic Advisement. A copy can also be downloaded. 

 
4. The Independent Study form must bear the signatures of all required parties. 

The attachments to the form must include:  
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Ø A narrative description of the project, along with a description of how the 
Independent Study connects to the rest of the student’s curriculum and a 
justification for doing the Independent Study; 

Ø A description of the final output and work products by the student;  
Ø An outline and schedule of meetings with the faculty supervisor and a timeline of 

the student’s research and work; 
Ø A bibliography and other relevant resources, if applicable; 
Ø Outcomes and assessments for the course agreed upon by student and faculty 

advisor.  
  

5. The Independent Study must be taken for credit. The number of credits allotted 
for the Independent Study must be determined in consultation with the 
supervising faculty member and chair of the department hosting the 
Independent Study. The approved number of credits cannot be changed after 
the student has registered for the course. Three total hours of work per credit 
per week are expected on the part of the student. (For a 3-credit Independent 
Study, a total of 9 hours of work per week is required for the student.)  
 

6. The deadline for submitting a completed and approved Independent Study 
form and supporting documents to the Office of the Registrar is one week before 
the last day of Add/Drop in a given semester.  

 
7. The Independent Study must be registered with the Office of the Registrar.  

 
	  


