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Introduction 
 

Welcome to Pratt Institute. We hope this manual will answer most of your questions regarding the 
Exchange Program, Pratt and New York.  
 
You will be moving to NY for a semester and obviously you are wondering where you will be living, with 
whom and how much it costs. You are probably also wondering about the internet, the neighborhood, the 
food… 
 

Residential Life + Brooklyn 
 

If Pratt exchanges housing with your school, you will be staying in Willoughby Hall in a shared apartment 
with a shared bath and a shared kitchen (Except for those of you from Musashino who get a private 
bathroom!).  Every effort is made to give you a single room.  You are required to supply your own bedding 
(sheets, pillows, blankets), lamps and phone. There is Wi-Fi access in your rooms. If you choose not to 
bring your computer, there are computer labs in most buildings on campus.  The approximate cost for 
housing is $4,146 for a single room and $3,111 for a double room. 
 

Health Insurance and Coverage 
 

The cost of health insurance is approximately $1000 but it can be waived if you have your own insurance 
that meets the criteria.  The criteria is $50,000 for each sickness and accident and $10,000 for 
repatriation.  Some labs (such as x-rays) and some medications require a co-pay.  You must submit an 
immunization record (health evaluation is optional) to the Health and Counseling Office at Pratt before 
registering for classes. 
 

Health & Counseling 
 

Pratt has a Health & Counseling office that is available for you for no extra cost.  Visit 
www.pratt.edu/health for more information. 
 
 
 

http://www.pratt.edu/health
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Climate and Clothing 
 

NYC has four distinct seasons- Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter.  The fall semester will start off with light 
weight clothes and end with a winter jacket, hat and scarf.  The spring semester starts with winter clothes 
and ends with summer clothing.  That means packing anything from sandals to boots and from shorts to 
pants.  Bringing layers is the best way to accommodate the changing weather in Brooklyn.  Remember a 
raincoat, or at least an umbrella!  Black is a popular clothing color, although Pratt students get very 
creative as far as clothing is concerned. 
 

Traveling to and within NYC 
 

The subway system in NYC is quite good. It runs 24/7, however, it is not recommended to take it in the 
late hours of the night.  Pratt is located on the G line (lime green line); you are a 20 minute ride from 
downtown Manhattan. You get to Manhattan by switching to the A, C or F trains.  
 
One single subway ride is $2.75 (as of May 2016); you can also buy weekly and monthly passes to receive 
discounted rates.  There is no student discount.  All schedules and maps for all 5 boroughs of NY (buses 
and subways) are available on this website: http://www.mta.info 
 
Hopstop.com permits you to indicate your departure address and destination and it gives you your 
subway or bus itinerary.  They can even text it to your phone: http://www.hopstop.com/?city=newyork 

 
Food 
 

Pratt campus has a cafeteria. However, the cafeteria has a limited selection and is generally expensive. 
There are grocery stores in the neighborhood if you wish to cook, but you must provide your own cooking 
utensils or share with your roommates. There are also plenty of cheap restaurants around Pratt 
(Japanese, Chinese, Turkish, American, French, Italian, Mexican, etc.). Much of the food can be delivered 
right to your door.  The portions of food at restaurants are much larger in the US than in most countries.  
If you do not finish your food and would like to save it for later, you can ask to have it wrapped up so that 
you can take it with you. It is called a “doggie bag.”  The US is going through a food revolution, promoting 
organic food and locally grown.  This may be normal in your country.  Be careful to make healthy choices, 
as many people gain weight after living in the US and succumbing to junk food readily available. 

 
Budget 

 
A monthly metro card is $116.50 
A movie entrance is $10.50 (with student discount) 
A slice of pizza is $2.00 
A nice meal can range from $15-$40  
Living expenses are about $1,800 a month including housing- NYC can get pretty expensive! 
 
You will need to submit a financial statement that shows that you can afford that amount per month in 
order to receive your DS 2019 to get your J-1 visa. 
 

When arriving in NY 
 

Go to Residence Life to get the key to your room.  
Call home to tell mom you have arrived safely. 
Get some food, shower… 
There are special meetings for exchange students before orientation starts (Check your acceptance letter 
for details). 
Get some rest. 
Get a Pratt ID. 

http://www.mta.info/
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The Office of International Affairs (OIA) 
 

The OIA is located in the 2nd Floor of Myrtle Hall. 
The phone number is (718) 636-3674.  
Mia Schleifer is the Exchange Coordinator for inbound students.  Her email address is mschleif@pratt.edu 
You can obtain information at www.pratt.edu/oia 
We are open Monday-Friday from 9 AM – 5 PM during the school year, but close at 4 PM during the 
summer. 
 

School Deadlines and Grades 
 

At Pratt, you are graded throughout the semester: 
 
A-/A+ = very good work 
B-/B+ = Good work  
C/C+ = Acceptable work 
D+/C- = Passing work 
D-/D = Barely Passing 
F = Failing Grade 
 
Some departments have a different grading system and some departments require a certain grade point 
average. Please refer to your department for more accurate information. 
 
You must register full-time (12 – 18 credits), attend classes, and complete all the homework.  This may be 
different than what you are used to.  Exchange students have reported they enjoy the structure but do 
find the schedule hectic with little time for free-time activities. 
 
Since Pratt has a different methodology, you might find it difficult to adjust and manage your time. There 
are tutors and mentors at Pratt that can help you if you encounter difficulties. Please refer to the contact 
sheet for contact information.  

 
Class Attendance 

 
At Pratt, you must attend all classes. More than 3 absences will result in a failing grade. It is best to inform 
each professor before missing a class. If you miss a class because of a medical emergency, please keep a 
record so that you can prove your excused absence to your professors.  
 

The Culture of NYC 
 

People can be friendly, but in NYC, you keep to yourself.  Be smart and be alert.  Do not keep electronics 
or money in plain sight when you are walking in the streets or riding the subway.  Every type of person 
exists in New York, so feel free to be yourself. You can be vegan, vegetarian, omnivorous, gay, straight, 
cross-dresser, religious or not.  People from every walk of life live in New York.  It is a city that loves to 
eat, drink, and be entertained.  There are plenty of concert venues, plays, and sporting events that are 
worth seeing.  Although English is the predominant language spoken in New York, over 800 languages are 
spoken in the city.  There are many holidays.  With the exception of Thanksgiving, Christmas and New 
Year’s Day, the city stays open year-round.  Pratt offices and classes, on the other hand, might be closed 
or canceled due to smaller holidays.  For an up-to-date schedule of closures and observed holidays, please 
refer to the Pratt Academic Calendar for more information: 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mschleif@pratt.edu
http://www.pratt.edu/oia
https://www.pratt.edu/academics/academic-resources/academic-calendar/
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Pre-Arrival Checklist 
 

 Get medical check-ups 

 Complete Immunization forms 

 Acquire J-1 visa 

 Pack prescription and over-the-counter medications that you use 

 Keep important documents in a plastic folder in carry-on luggage 

 Have Pratt’s address available when you arrive in New York 
 
 

Useful websites: 
 

http://www.mta.info/ (Subway and bus information for all of NYC) 
http://www.amtrak.com (Train information and tickets for the US) 
http://www.ticketmaster.com/ (Concert and show information/ ticket purchases) 
http://www.hopstop.com/?city=newyork (Itinerary information) 
http://citypass.com/new-york (Museums and show information in NYC) 
http://www.fandango.com/ (Movie show times and locations) 
http://newyork.timeout.com/ (Time Out New York- Events and Activities in NYC) 
http://www.nytimes.com/ (New York Times- world renowned newspaper)  
 

Orientation 
 

For a schedule, please see www.pratt.edu/orientation.  
 
 

Contact Information at Pratt 
 

Registrar: (718) 636-3663, reg@pratt.edu  
Residential Life: Mr. Jason LeConey: (718) 399-4550, reslife@pratt.edu  
Health and Counseling Center: (718) 399-4542, health@pratt.edu  
Office of International Affairs: Mia Schleifer (718) 636-3674, mschleif@pratt.edu 
 
Departments: 
Course registration: Sabrina Coles, Records Managements Assistant, Registrar’s Office, (718) 399-4573, 
scoles@pratt.edu  
Writing Center: (718) 636-3459, dcohen@pratt.edu 
 
In case of Emergency: 911 
 

 
 

 

http://www.mta.info/
http://www.amtrak.com/
http://www.ticketmaster.com/
http://www.hopstop.com/?city=newyork
http://citypass.com/new-york
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.pratt.edu/orientation
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mailto:reslife@pratt.edu
mailto:health@pratt.edu
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