
 

Travelling Outside the U.S. While on Post-Completion OPT 
 

You are allowed to travel abroad while on OPT. However, it is riskier because you are no longer a student. 
Always consult an OIA advisor before you travel if you have any questions or concerns about travelling while 
on OPT. 

 
● If you do not have your EAD card yet... 
● If you have your EAD card and do not 

have a job...  
● If your F-1 entry visa has expired and 

you do not have a job…. 

 
➔ It is highly risky to travel abroad and 

re-enter the U.S. and OIA advises 
against it 

 
Bring the following items with you when you travel: 
 

● Your most recent I-20 
○ It must have a travel signature from an advisor at OIA signed within the last 6 months 

on page 2  (TRAVEL ENDORSEMENT). Make sure it’s the I-20 that includes the 
OPT recommendation on it.  

● Your passport 
○ It must be valid at least 6 months into the future 

● Valid F-1 Entry Visa 
○ If it has expired, it must be renewed while abroad. It cannot be renewed in the U.S. 

○ If travelling to Canada and Mexico it is possible to re-enter the US with an expired F1 
visa if staying less than 30 days. Please review Automatic Revalidation at 
Travel.State.Gov 

● Your EAD (OPT) card 

● Employer letter 
○ If you have a job, you must bring a letter on company letterhead that states your: 

■ Job title 
■ Job description 
■ Begin and end dates of employment 
■ Verification that your employer knows you are travelling, returning on a given 

date, and expects you to return to complete your job 
 
 

➢ Make sure your SEVP Portal is updated with your employer information and address.  
➢ You are allowed to be unemployed for no more than 90 days for the total duration of your 

OPT.  
➢ Again, if you do not have a job, we advise you not to travel as you may have difficulty 

re-entering the U.S. 

 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/visa-expiration-date/auto-revalidate.html

