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Introduction
F-1 students who completed a bachelor’s, master’s, or doctoral
degree in select government-designated science, technology,
engineering, or mathematics (STEM) fields and are currently working with post-completion OPT may apply for the STEM extension of
24 months of additional employment if they have a job or job offer
from an E-Verify employer and meet all the required criteria.
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Who Can Apply?
F-1 students who:
• have successfully completed a bachelor’s, master’s, or doctoral degree in a STEM field based on the
government classification. You can find the CIP code for your previous degree on page 1 of the current
format I-20 or at the top of page 3 of the old format I-20.
• are currently authorized for post-completion OPT and have reported your current local US address and
primary employer through the SEVP portal.
• have a job with a company enrolled in the government’s E-Verify program.
• have paid employment that is directly related to the STEM degree and is at least 20 hours per week.
• have not exceeded 90 days of unemployment on your current post-completion OPT.
• have not previously used STEM OPT more than once. Please note that you cannot have more than one
STEM OPT extension based on the same degree.
• filed an application with the OIA and to the US Citizenship and Immigration Services before the current
OPT period ends.
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Who Can Apply?
Pratt has 12 areas of study that are eligible for the STEM OPT extension:
• Digital Arts (Undergraduate and Graduate)

• Sustainable Environmental Systems (Graduate)

• Information Experience Design (Graduate)

• Construction Management (Undergraduate)

• Data Analytics and Visualization (Graduate)

• Facilities Management (Graduate)

• Architecture (Post-Professional) (Graduate)

• Architecture (Undergraduate)

• Architecture (First-Professional) (Graduate)

• Library and Information Science (Graduate)

• Architecture and Urban Design (Graduate)

• Museums and Digital Culture (Graduate)
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When Can I Apply?
The earliest you can apply is 90 days prior to the end date of your current
OPT. The US Citizenship and Immigration Services must receive your STEM
OPT application before your current OPT expires.
If you applied for STEM OPT before your current OPT expires, you can continue to work while your STEM OPT application is pending, until a final decision is
made on your application or it has been pending 180 days with the US Citizenship and Immigration Services, whichever comes first.
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How Can I Apply?
STEM extension (24 months) checklist:
• A personal check or money order for $410; make payable to USCIS
• Two passport style photos on a white/light background - write name and SEVIS ID on back
• Maintaining Status While on Post Completion OPT
• STEM OPT Cover Letter
• G-1145
• Photocopies of all I-20s from every school you’ve attended in the USA (including high school, ESL,
other U.S. institution, etc.)
• Photocopy of your unexpired passport (must be valid six months into the future)
• Photocopy of I-94 record. If you don’t have a paper I-94 card, download your most recent I-94 record
• from: i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/recent-search. You may have a paper I-94 card if you entered before 2013,
• completed a change of status inside the U.S., or entered the U.S. via a land border of Canada or Mexico.
• Photocopy of F-1 entry visa
• Copy of front and back of current EAD Card
• Completed Form I-765
Make certain to answer #27 and #28 with the following information:
#27: (c) (3) (C)
#28a: Degree = your degree level (Bachelor’s, Master’s)
#28b: Employer’s name as listed in E-Verify
#28c: Employer’s E-Verify Identification Number (which you must request from your employer)
#28b: Please note the E-Verify Identification Number is DIFFERENT than the employer EIN listed on
#28b: the I-983.
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How Can I Apply?
STEM extension (24 months) checklist:
• Copy of Diploma that shows your degree level and program of student (applicable to the STEM field).
• Completed and signed Form I-983
Please note that “F-1 students cannot qualify for STEM OPT extensions unless they will be bona fide
employees of the employer signing the Form I-983, and students may not provide employer attestations
on their own behalf”.
• Recommendation I-20 for STEM OPT Extension (this can only be issued by OIA and is done after review
of all your documentation)
• Checklist: Use this checklist to help you assemble your STEM OPT application. Check the boxes off and
put it on top of your application when you come in to OIA.
If you are eligible for the STEM Extension and have all of the appropriate documentation, after
reviewing your documentation, an OIA Advisor will issue you a new I-20 with a recommendation for
the STEM OPT Extension.
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How Can I Apply?
Form Details: 2 Passport Style Photos
2018 Update:
Please do not wear glasses
in your photos. USCIS has
changed their guidance
and will reject applicants
who are wearing glasses in
their photographs.
Also make sure that your
photos have never been
used before, such as for
your visa.
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How Can I Apply?
Form Details: Form G-1145

This form is a USCIS form where you can
request a text message and/or email when
USCIS accepts your application.
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How Can I Apply?
Form Details: STEM OPT Cover Letter

This letter will be the cover letter on all
the documents you send to USCIS.
The mailing address for all your documents
is on the top of the cover letter.
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How Can I Apply?
OPT I-765 Application Checklist for USCIS
Form Details: Form I-765

Please review our ‘Specific Instructions
for Form I-765’ instructions on how to
complete all 7 pages line by line.
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How Can I Apply?
Form Details: I-20 Copies
• Include copies of all I-20s from every school you’ve attended in the U.S. (including high school, ESL,
other U.S. institution, etc.).
• When you make copies, please only include the two pages which hold information on them (e.g. the first
page with your SEVIS ID and the other page with the travel signature box). You do not need to make a
copy of the page with the ‘Instructions to Students’.
• Please make all your copies the same way, so that they all are single-sided or all are double-sided.
We recommend copies in single-sided format to ensure USCIS cannot miss anything during the scanning process.
• If you lost any I-20s, please proceed to the next page for instructions.
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How Can I Apply?
Loss of I-20
What if I lost or misplaced an I-20?
If you’ve lost or misplaced an I-20 you should contact the school for which the I-20 is missing. If they no
longer have a copy of your documents, you can write a letter to USCIS explaining the missing document(s).
The letter should include the following:
• The school that you attended;
• The dates of attendance at that school;
• What you studied and what level (Associate, Bachelor’s, Language Training, etc.) at that school;
• That you’ve never applied for off-campus employment OR
• If you did apply for any off-campus work permission such as Economic Hardship or any prior periods of
• Optional Practical Training whether Pre-Completion or Post-Completion, this must be disclosed.
• Make sure to sign and date the letter.
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How Can I Apply?
Form Details: I-94 Record
You must access the most
recent record of your I-94.
Please review the following:
- Most Recent Date of Entry
(make sure this is accurate)
- Class of Admission
(should read F1)
- Admit Until Date
(should read D/S)
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What Happens After I Apply?
An OIA advisor will provide you with information on where to mail your application to request the STEM
OPT Extension. You must mail your application within 30 days of when we issue the new I-20, and then it
usually takes 3-4 months for your request to be processed.
After you receive your Employment Authorization Document (or EAD Card), you must provide OIA with a
copy of the front and back of the document via email at oia@pratt.edu. While on the STEM OPT Extension,
your reporting requirements are greater than OPT.
You are required to report and verify specific information to OIA within very particular timeframes. See
the ‘OPT Reporting’ link in the left menu for guidance on what you will need to report to us. You should
receive automated emails from the government to remind you when your reporting is due to OIA.
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All The Best!
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