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class  notes

Shana Willinsky, Interior Design 
’93, designs homes on private 
islands in the Caribbean and the 
Bahamas, as well as in Miami and 
the surrounding areas.  Her work 
with Cesar Molina & Associates has 
been featured on HGTV’s Amazing 
Waterfront Homes.   

Ronald F. Blanchard, B. Arch. ’94, 
joined Payette, an architectural 
design firm specializing in complex 
buildings for medical and scientific 
research, academic teaching, and 
health care, in 2001. Two projects 
(for Johns Hopkins and the U. Mass. 
Medical School, Worcester) were 
honored with design awards from 
the BSA and AIA chapters.

Carol (Carrie) Hamilton, B.F.A. 
Fine Arts/Art History ’94, runs 
Kismet, an independent graphic 
design studio for publishing, 
entertainment, and the arts. Her 
work has won awards from AIGA 
and The Bookbinder’s Guild of New 
York, and has been featured in 
Metropolis magazine. She is an 
instructor at Parsons. 

Erin Hoover, Industrial Design ’94, 
VP of design for Westin Starwood 
Hotels also consulted on various 
projects for Calvin Klein, Polo 
Ralph Lauren, Reiss of London, and 
the Manhattan nightclub Cain.  She 
worked at Giorgio Armani for nine 
years in visual display, merchandis-
ing, and store design.    

Sang-Kyoon Noh, M.F.A. ’94, 
exhibited giant, sequined Buddha 
heads at the Bryce Wolkowitz 
booth at Scope, N.Y.C.

Jean K. Shin, B.F.A.’94, M.S. 
History of Art ’96, had two recent 
exhibitions in California. Her 
installation TEXTile was on view as 
part of  “We Interrupt Your 
Program” at the Mills College  
Art Museum in Oakland, and  
her installation UNRAVELING  
was in “One Way or Another:  
Asian American Art Now” at the 
Japanese American National 
Museum in Los Angeles.

Kurt Dannwolf, B. Arch. ’95, 
president and co-founder of 
O’Donnell Dannwolf + Partners 
(ODP), has been selected from 
among 275 nominees as one of 
Building Design + Construction’s 
“40Under 40” competition 
winners. A cum laude graduate, he 
is the recipient of the Pratt Circle 
award for design excellence. ODPs 
managing partner Edward 
O’Donnell, B. Arch ‘94, is also a 
Pratt alum. OPD designed the Four 
Seasons Hotel and Tower in Miami, 
featuring a wall fountain designed 
initially by Dannwolf in his first 
year at Pratt under the direction of 
Stanley Salzman.

Bradley Smith, B.F.A. Interior 
Design ’95, earned his M. Arch. 
from the University of South 
Florida and then moved to Hawaii. 
Currently, he is project designer on 
a 650-room, five-star resort in 
Hainan, China. The architecture is 
climate responsive and regionally 
specific to the tropical location.

Joseph J. Minuta, B. Arch. ’96, 
founded Minuta Architecture 
PLLC five years ago, and, with a 
staff of 15, was recently recognized 
in Hudson Valley Business as the 
fourth largest architectural firm in 
the area. He received the Elant 
Foundation’s Signature Award in 
recognition of his renovation of a 
senior living facility in Newburgh. 

Brian D. Ripel, B. Arch. ’96, of 
RSVP Architecture Studio recently 
completed Root Hill Café at 262 4th 
Avenue, Brooklyn.

Amy D. (Digi) Yedowitz, B.F.A. Art 
and Design Ed. ’96, has been 
resident artist for the last year on 
the 1933 steamship LILAC, berthed 
on the north side of Pier 40 in 
Manhattan. She is co-curator of an 
art show that is part of the ship’s 
75th anniversary celebration, which 
features prints of the ship created 
by artists served by the nonprofit 
Studio 889 in the South Bronx. 

Amy Cappellazzo, M.S. City and 
Regulatory Planning, ’97, was 
appointed deputy chairman by 
Christie’s International, along with 
Christie’s colleague Jeanne Sloane. 
She will continue her duties as 
senior vice president and interna-
tional co-head of postwar and 
contemporary art at Christie’s. 

Jennifer N. Dalton, M.F.A. ’97, and 
Amanda Mathis, M.F.A. ’06, were 
featured by Smack Mellon in Pick. 

Justin Giunta, Nongrad Painting 
’98, creates Subversive Jewelry. His 
work has been featured in Vogue, 
Elle, and O: the Oprah Magazine. The 
Ecco Domani Fashion Foundation 
has awarded Giunta $25,000 to help 
further his jewelry line.

Chris J. Wright, M.F.A. ’99, 
exhibited his cakes at George Billis 
Gallery during February–March.

2000s 
Orrie King, B.F.A. Photography 
’00, and Todd MacIntire, B.F.A. 
Photography ’00, were featured in 
an exhibition at 401 Projects, N.Y., 
to benefit the Costa Verde 
International School, the first green 
school in Mexico. In February 2008, 
King traveled to New Orleans to 
document the volunteer efforts of a 
group of high school students from 
the Beacon School in New York. 
Her photographs were featured at 
Union Editions in Tribeca as part of 
a fund raiser to revitalize the 
historic Ninth Ward. 

Kathren Torraca, M.S.I.L.S. ’00, 
and her husband, Jeff Woodbury, 
M.F.A., ’00, became the proud 
parents of twins in May 2005. She is 
a freelance web designer, and he is an 
online artist for the Portland Press 
Herald in Maine.  His photographic 
artwork appeared in a group show at 
the Kany Gallery in Portland. 

Gaia Cornwall, B.F.A. Film/Media 
Arts ’01, has been working as an 
illustrator-designer and animator—
most notably on Flickerlab’s 
animated short featured in Michael 
Moore’s Bowling for Columbine. She 
was also the animator on We Are 
Wizards, which had its world 
premiere at the South by Southwest 
Film Festival in the 2008 Documen-
tary Competition. 

Ry Fyan, B.F.A. Painting ’01, had a 
solo exhibition at Perry Rubinstein 
Gallery in Chelsea, N.Y., featuring 
works that explore the juncture 
between the material and 
metaphysical realms of landscape. 
Fyan, who lives and works in 
Brooklyn, has exhibited his 
paintings internationally, most 
recently in Athens and Berlin.

Susan La Mont Weissman
B.F.A. Painting ’72 found a surprising way to overcome artist’s block. 

While in the final stages of earning a master’s degree in illustration at 

Syracuse University, she had begun teaching at Northern Virginia 

Community College and rose to the position of professor and program head 

of Communication Design (1992-2005). When she took a break from 

teaching to work on her dissertation for a doctorate in arts degree at George 

Mason University, Weissman found satisfaction  beyond her expectations.

The process of researching her thesis, “Art Making and Metacognition: 

How Visual Artists Approach Problem Finding and Problem Solving,” got 

her more than a D.A. degree in 2007: During the writing stage, it renewed 

her creativity as well. Questioning 35 artists about their work habits and 

philosophies prompted Weissman to return to the easel herself. (She is 

shown here with Heartland, an oil painting completed in 2008.)

Once back, she says, “I was seduced by the practice of painting that 

I’d pursued so passionately in my days at Pratt. Gradually, I realized there 

was no going back to the job!” Today she paints five to six hours a day, 

five days a week, is affiliated with a gallery, and displays her paintings at 

numerous venues. The response to her work has been gratifying. “I 

certainly felt happier once I got back to thinking about creativity and 

painting full-time,” she says, “and I’m surprised by the number of people 

I talk to or hear about lately who have chucked their jobs to attend to 

creative pursuits.” 
Jo

h
n

 D
u

s
e

n
b

e
r

r
y



62    prattfolio 

class notes

Myles Kane, B.F.A. Film/Media 
Arts ’01, is an editor for the BBC 
News show Talking Movies. Since 
graduating, he has produced 
numerous television programs and 
documentaries. In 2002, he co-
founded the Brooklyn Underground 
Film Festival. 

Josh Koury, B.F.A. Film/Media 
Arts ’01, received Pratt’s Alumni 
Achievement Award in 2004 for his 
outstanding achievements in 
filmmaking and collaborated on the 
documentary We Are Wizards, 
which premiered in 2008.

Fran Holstrom, M.F.A. ’01, started 
the arts organization Bait & Tackle, 
Inc. to increase professional 
opportunities for artists by 
establishing time/space residencies 
in cities that would most benefit 
from cultural revitalization.  Fellow 
alumna, Sarah Shirley, M.F.A. ’01, 
serves as the organization’s secretary.  

Erica Shires, Photography ’01, was 
featured in the 10th anniversary 
edition of Photo District News 
(PDN) “30 under 30” as the best 
photographer in 2006.  

Shoron (Hsiu-Jung) Chien, M.S. 
Com-D ’01, has designed a 
collection of wearable art, titled 
“Peace by Piece,” which combines 
her graphic and fashion skills. 
Entirely handmade and hand-
printed with the maps of 48 
countries that have human rights or 
war issues to deal with, it will be 
offered soon on her website. She 

lives in Taiwan.    

Brian H. Wood, B.F.A. Fashion 
Design ’01, showcased his 
collection “African Warlord” at a 
release party in New York City’s 
The Manor bar featuring special 
guest DJ Alamo of the hip-hop 
group Brand Nubian. 

Lindsay Blatt, B.F.A. Photography/
Media Arts ’02, is the recipient of a 
2008 Brooklyn Arts Council 
Community Arts Grant for her 
documentary Repair and Shine, 
which focuses on shoe repairmen 
and their shops. 

Yuni Jie, M.I.D. ’02, is executive 
contributor to BRAVACASA, the 
largest home living magazine in 
Indonesia.    

Tonya Leigh, M. Design Manage-
ment ’02, an art director and 
photographer, curated the Lincoln 
Center photography exhibition 
“underEXPOSED: Black Women 
Photographers in America,” which 
showcased the work of African 

American women photographers.

 Rad Roubeni, B.F.A. Photography 
’02, designed the interiors for the 
rustic-themed New York City 
lounge Retreat in Manhattan’s 
meatpacking district. 

Daniel B. Ryan, B.F.A. Illustration 
’02, assistant alumnus adviser of 
Pratt’s Kappa Sigma Fraternity, 
helped organize a team of 31 Kappa 
Sigma students and alumni to travel 
to New Orleans to restore Engine 
Company Numbers Six and Seven, 
two of the city’s 22 firehouses 
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 

Tod Seelie, B.F.A. Photography/
Media Arts ’02, had his first N.Y.C. 
solo show at Cinders in Brooklyn 
and also exhibited work at the 
Australian Center for Photography 
and at Space in Portland.  

Colleen Cunningham, B.F.A. 
Photography/Media Arts ’03, had 
an exhibition of her collage work at 
the FLUX Gallery of CEPA Gallery 
in Buffalo, N.Y., and also partici-
pated in the Rock Paper Scissors 
Collective’s show in Oakland, Calif., 
“Let’s Bolt Again.” 

Ellen Scott, M.F.A. Computer 
Graphics ’03, launched and is the 
executive director of Smartspaces.
org, an arts organization that 
replaces “For Rent” signs in 
windows throughout the city with 
artwork.  Its first installation was at 
266 West 37th Street. 

Alex Smith, Writing ’03, is editor of 
Black Maze Books, which prints 
emerging and established writers 
and promotes other projects in the 
world of arts, letters, and music.  

Jeff Dodson, B.F.A. Computer 
Graphics ’04, was associate 
producer of the Internet Gaming 
Network’s fake trailer for a long-
rumored movie based on the video 
game “The Legend of Zelda”—a 
prank that many gaming sites 
considered the best April Fool’s Day 
joke ever.

Gerald Lewis, B.F.A. Film/Media 
Arts ’04, launched his film career 
with the animated short Revela-
tions, which premiered at the 
Slamdance Film Festival. He 
recently collaborated on the 
documentary We Are Wizards.

Greg Lindquist, Nongrad ’04, had 
paintings included in the group 
exhibition “Urban Landscapes” at 
the Elizabeth Harris Gallery in 
Chelsea, N.Y.

Loren Talbot, M.S. City and 
Regional Planning ’04, and Jean 
Tanler, M.S. City and Regional 
Planning ’05, co-founded Local 
Labels, a web-based retailer that 
promotes the work of local 
craftspeople by selling goods made 
in N.Y.C.’s five boroughs. Talbot also 
does commercial photo shoots.  

Sara L. Kellner, B. Arch. ’05, who 
works for New England Land 
Artisan in Stratham, N.H., was, for 

the second year in a row, co-creator 
of the landscaping company’s 
exhibit in the New England Spring 
Flower Show in Boston, Mass. 

Nzinga Knight, B.F.A. Fashion 
Design ’05, received a grant from 
the N.Y.C. Department of Cultural 
Affairs for her project “Fashioning 
Islam in America.”  

Galina Kurlat, B.F.A. Photography 
’05, had her black-and-white 
photography included in Safe-T-
Gallery’s group show, “traces and 
avenues,” which featured artists 
whose work was included in the 
international photography magazine 
Moment: une revue de photo.  

Maxim (Max) Ryazansky, B.F.A. 
Photography ’05, was featured in 
ChiefMag.com’s exhibition “The 
Best and the Brightest: The Chief 
Spring Showcase,” a group show 
held at The Arm in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn.  

Deborah V. Spiroff, Nongrad ’04, 
had her first solo show at Galeria 
Janet Kurnatowski in Greenpoint. 
Her work has appeared in 
numerous group exhibitions in 
Brooklyn, including “Color 
Concept” in 2006 at Galeria.     

Jean Tanler, M.S. City and 
Regional Planning ’05, and Loren 
Talbot, M.S. City and Regional 
Planning ’04, co-founded Local 
Labels, which sells goods made in 
N.Y.C.’s five boroughs. Tanler also 
works at the Neighborhood 
Preservation Center in Manhattan.  

Ben Wolf, B.F.A. Photography ’05, 
created a site-specific installation 
for his solo show at Secret Project 
Robot in Brooklyn, N.Y.     

Will Caballero, B.F.A. Computer 
Graphics ’06, traveled to Uganda and 
filmed the documentary Zina, which 
covers the Bitone Dance Troupe.

Jong Jin Choi, M.F.A. Computer 
Graphics ’06, won the animation 
category at the Ninth Annual First 
Boards Awards in Manhattan for 
“Air Show.”    

Lyubov (Luba) Drozd, B.F.A. Com-
puter Graphics ’06, received first 
prize for a still in her film Synth in 
Frankfurt, Germany’s Basis Gallery 
movies and stills competition.   

Gunnar Hand, M.S. City and 
Regional Planning ’06, was a 
panelist in the Los Angeles Art 
Association’s Gallery 825 Artspeak 
discussion on the meaning of 
landscape in 2008.   

Fay Ku, M.F.A. ’06, had an 
exhibition highlighting her work 
from 2004 to 2008 at Kips Gallery 
in Chelsea, N.Y. 

Amanda C. Mathis, M.F.A. ’06, had 
a solo show in 2006 at James 
Nicholson Gallery.  In 2007, her 
work was included in “between to 
and from” at the Visual Arts  
Center, N.J.  

Monica L. Paez, M.F.A. Computer 
Graphics ’06, and Nicolás 
Consuegra, M.F.A. Sculpture ’07, 
presented their first solo show in 
New York at Magnan Emrich 
Contemporary. The team creates 
site-specific projects that combine 
photography, video, installation, and 
offset printing to examine the 
constant need for space in a city 
such as New York.  

Jacob (Jake) Selvidio, M.F.A. ’06, 
presented his video In Dialogue, a 
series of post-breakup interviews of 
married or otherwise romantically 
involved couples, at PS122 Gallery, 
N.Y.C.      

Eliza Stamps, M.F.A. ’06, held her 
second solo exhibition of drawings 
and textiles at Mehr Gallery in 
Chelsea, N.Y. She also recently 
exhibited in group shows at Sam 
Quinn Gallery in Philadelphia and 
NurtureArt in Brooklyn.  

Samantha Charlip, B.F.A. Writing 
’06, develops online content for the 
A&E television network.  Charlip 
designed and maintains The 
Insider, a new website for devoted 
fans of A&E, which launched in 
July. 

Sarah Duke, M.F.A. Painting/
Drawing ’07, presented her oil 
paintings in the group exhibition, 
“Soft Logic,” a show at Soho’s 
Broadway Gallery highlighting four 
emerging abstract painters.   

Crystal Emerald Green, B.F.A. 
Fashion Design ’07, showed 
patriotic swimwear inspired by 
military uniforms (in honor of the 
election year) at the second annual 
“Bikini Under the Bridge” fashion 
event held in DUMBO, Brooklyn, in 
July 2008.   

Sean Slemon, M.F.A. ’07, had his 
inaugural solo exhibition at Magnan 
Projects in Chelsea in April 2008. It 
explored the public commodities of 
sunlight and trees in New York, 
their role in quality of life, and the 
interactions between man and 
nature.  

Javan Ivey, B.F.A. Animation ’08, 
created the short film My Paper 
Mind, which was one of three films 
in the Student Mini Film Fest 2 on 
Stash 43, a 70-minute lineup of 
animation produced by Stash Media. 

Sam Lee, B.F.A. ’08, received first 
prize for his animation Vacation  in 
Frankfurt, Germany’s Basis Gallery 
movies and stills competition.
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Obituaries

Friends of Pratt
Kermit Love
Former faculty member, puppetry

1920s 
Joseph Cepelak
Electrical Engineering, 1926  

John M. Miller  
Industrial Mechanical  
Engineering, 1927  

Margaret Woodfall Williams   
Painting, Drawing,  
Illustration, 1928

1930s 
Sr. Alice Mary Leary  
Food Science and  
Management, 1930  

John B. Lehner
Industrial Mechanical  
Engineering, 1930  

Margaret Richter Witting 
Professional Dressmaking, 1930 

Lillian Miller Berni 
Art and Design  
Education, 1932

Marie McElligott Eaton
Fine Arts Fashion  
Illustration, 1933  

Frances A. Runner 
Teacher Training in Fine  
and Applied Arts, 1934

William R. Castro
Bachelor of Electrical  
Engineering, 1938

Eunice King Hausserman
Illustration, 1938  
 
Robert Kenyon Frink
Bachelor of Chemical  
Engineering, 1939

Mabel Johnson Lockyer
Interior Design, 1939   

1940s 
Helen Gay Hurley
Dressmaking, 1940   
 
Elizabeth Waller Pirie 
Bachelor of Library  
Science, 1940

Vasilici Val Dougenis Argyris  
Costume Construction, 1941  

Arthur Saaf
Illustration, 1941  

Rita Huppert Stern
Food Science and  
Management, 1941  

Virginia Tenny 
Illustration, 1941  

Sven C. Svensson 
Bachelor of Chemical  
Engineering, 1943

Charles H. Swenson
Bachelor of Mechanical  
Engineering, 1943

Anne Stelzl Whipple 
Bachelor of Science,  
Home Economics, 1943

Tony Schwartz
Advertising Design, 1944  
 
Eleanore Marie Maimone Sivell  
Art and Design, 1945  

Richard D. Weber 
Industrial Design, 1945   

Donald E. Taff 
Illustration/Com-D, Advertising 
Design, 1946  

William A. Von Glahn
Mechanical Engineering, 1946  

George E. Earley 
Library School, 1947  

Doris Capra Johnson
Library and Information  
Science, 1948  

Myron R. Manders
Bachelor of Architecture, 1948

Karl K. Ehrhardt
Advertising Design, 1949

1950s 
Saul Ehrenberg 
Architectural Drawing and 
Building Construction, 1950  

Albert E. Herbert
Industrial Design, 1950  

Eugene Weingartner
Industrial Design, 1950  

Walter K. Cohen
Advertising Design, 1951  

Henry A. Wiezak
Bachelor of Electrical  
Engineering, 1953

Nancy (Hyun Ok) Cho
Costume Design, 1954  

Michael R. Lowenbein
Bachelor of Fine Arts, 1956

Michael Migliozzi
Building and Construction, 1956   

Carmelo Sperrazza
Building and Construction, 1956  

William A. Godsall
Associate in Applied Science, 
Building and Construction, 1959

Frank E. Mullins
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Graphic Arts, 
and Illustration, 1959

Robert J. Napier
Master of Architecture, 1959

1960s 
Marvin G. Sylvor
Bachelor of Industrial  
Design, 1960

Estelle Berman
Master of Library Science, 1962

Richard M. Kontir 
Bachelor of Fine Arts,  
Advertising Design, 1962

Alfred E. Luther
Electrical Technology, 1963   

John E. Herlitz
Bachelor of Industrial Design, 1964

Robert Behrens
Architecture, 1965  

Anthony Mathias 
Bachelor of Electrical  
Engineering, 1966

David G. Podell
Bachelor of Industrial  
Design, 1968

Arley Lundie MacDonald
Master of Library Science, 1969

Joyce L. Milton
Master of Library Science, 1969
 

1970s 
Anthony Kane Baker 
Art and Design, 1972   

Richard L. Solomon
Master of Science, Library and 
Information Science, 1974

Theo A. Westenberger 
Master of Fine Arts, 1978
 

1990s 
Stephen P. Perrella
Bachelor of Architecture, 1991

Maryann Selzer
Bachelor of Architecture, 1992

2000s 
Maria Celina Lardapide
Master of Professional Studies, 
Design Management, 2006

Dan November
Former Faculty member,  
Industrial Design
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Today, the 19th-century bronze cannon still stands near the entrance to the Brooklyn campus. A focal point of student expression 
over the years, the cannon has been polished to its original brilliance to enhance its cut ornamentation. The Cannon Court 
continues to be a popular campus gathering place and locus of student activity. Cast in Spain, the cannon was brought to Pratt 
from a Cuban castle in 1899. Today, set in the surrounding Pratt Sculpture Park, it is a work of art itself.
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This photograph of the Pratt cannon, painted with a stylized floral motif, appeared on the cover of the Prattonia yearbook in 1967. 
Its decoration alludes to “flower power,” a peace movement that emerged in the ’60s and ’70s in response to the Vietnam War. 
(See story, page 26.) 

Then and Now



550 Myrtle Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11205 
Hours: Monday–Friday, 8:30 AM–7 PM  |  Saturday, 10 AM–6 PM  |  Sunday, 12–5 PM
VISIT US ONLINE AT: www.prattstore.net or call us at 718-789-1105

PRATT BY DESIGN 
[

[
P R A T T S T O R E  A L U M N I  S E C T I O N  

Jeremy Alden, Industrial Design ’05
Wishbone soap dish

Miron Lior, Industrial Design ’07
Conceal bookshelf

Alexander Reh, Industrial Design ’06
Fully loaded chair, shown at left

Tomie DePaola, B.F.A ’56
Strega Nona

�Kadir Nelson, B.F.A. 
Communications Design ’96
�We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro 
League Baseball

Robert Sabuda, B.F.A. ’87 
Matthew Reinhart, M.I.D. ’98
Mega-Beasts

Herb Meyers, B.F.A. ’49
�Creativity: Unconventional Wisdom  
from 20 Accomplished Minds

Bruce Newman, Interior Design ’53
Don’t Come Back Until You Find It

�Lawrence Stelter, B. Arch. ’80,  
City Planning ’82  
By the El

Alu
mni g

et 
10% off 

all 
purchases

.

D E S I G N S  B Y :

o p e n i n g  r e c e p t i o n
S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 5 
1 1  a m – 1 2  p m

B O O K S  B Y :

S I G N A T U R E  I T E M

Featuring books, designs, and signature items by Pratt alumni



PRATT INSTITUTE 
200 Willoughby Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11205

Gallery
An image from the installation “Point A → B” by digital 
artists Marc Downie, Shelley Eshkar, and Paul Kaiser, 
whose work will be featured in “Impermanent Markings,” 
an exhibition of work in ephemeral media to open at 
Pratt Manhattan Gallery on March 7, 2008. The piece, 
which explores children’s movements, makes use of the 
trio’s new real-time rendering technology to impart a 
heightened sense of three-dimensional awareness.

Gallery
Democrats Crossing the Delaware by Dan Mills is one of many works in
“Party Headquarters: Voting Is Just the Beginning,” a political art
exhibition and program of political satire at Pratt Manhattan Gallery
through November 4. The show, curated by arts writer, curator, and cultural
critic Eleanor Heartney and writer, satirical performer, and democracy
activist Larry Litt, will reach beyond the gallery walls with a mobile voter
registration booth designed by artist, architect, and alumnus Allan Wexler,
M.Arch. ’76.
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