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Mission Statement

Pratt Institute is dedicated to providing excellence in safety and security service to the Pratt community.  The Pratt Institute Safety and Security Department continuously strives to provide a safe and secure environment conducive to a positive educational process.

Introduction

The Higher Education Opportunity Act (Public Law 110-315) (HEOA) also known as the Campus Fire Safety Right-to-Know Act of 2007 was enacted by Congress and signed into law in August of 2008.  The Campus Fire Safety Right-to-Know Act amends the Higher Education Act of 1965 to require each institution participating in any program under the Act to provide to all current students and employees, and to any applicant for enrollment or employment upon request, an annual fire safety report containing specified information about the campus fire safety practices and standards of that institution.   
The Act requires institutions to report on such information annually to the campus community in a manner that will aid in the prevention of similar occurrences.  It directs each institution to require the national organizing bodies of the fraternities, sororities, and other student groups they recognize to collect specified fire safety information for each student housing facility they own, control, or occupy and report such information to the Secretary of Education, all current members, and to any interested party upon request.  It requires the Secretary to report to Congress on fire safety systems and standards in institution and student housing facilities, and on exemplary fire safety education and training programs at such institutions.

Annual Report

In order to comply with the provisions of “The Campus Fire Safety Right-to-Know Act of 2007,” reports of incidents involving fire in residential facilities is compiled and reported annually by the Department of Institute Safety and Security.  As safety and security professionals tasked with the maintenance of a safe and secure educational environment, it is our responsibility to provide an annual fire safety report containing specified information about the campus fire safety practices and standards of the Institution.
This report summarizes fire safety policies and procedures required by the Act and in effect at Pratt Institute.  Highlighted in this report are records of all on-campus fires, including the nature, date, time, and general location of each fire and all unwanted and 
false fire alarms; and fire reporting procedures, fire prevention programs, and other services available to the campus community.  
Fire statistics for the 2010 calendar year are provided as well as information regarding the types of fire safety systems installed in the various residential buildings.  It should be noted that the fire statistics included in this publication are organized by locations that are identified as either owned or leased property belonging to Pratt Institute.  The statistics include causes of fire as well as injuries, deaths and property damaged resulting from fires.  You may pick up a copy of the report in person at the Office of Institute Safety and Security located in the Engineering Building, Room 111 during normal business hours, have a copy of the report mailed to you through the United States Post Office, or download the report from www.Pratt.edu, click Student Life, then Campus Life and then click on Security. 

General Statement of Pratt Owned/Controlled Student Housing

At Pratt Institute all residence halls have wet sprinkler systems. The systems are also equipped with either; gravity feed, fire pumps, chained main valve, and valves with tamper switches.
The fire alarm systems have a combination of addressable and non-addressable points with hard-wired smoke detectors in hallways; hard-wired smoke/heat detectors in mechanical rooms, custodial closets, lounges & student rooms; hard-wired heat detectors in kitchens. Duct detectors are used where applicable, shutting down the HVAC system.  Pull stations for manual notification of an emergency are located throughout the buildings. Buildings are equipped with an alarm annunciation horn or strobe/annunciation horn.  Fire alarm panels annunciate to a central station, manned 24 hours, monitoring the systems.  The Institute Safety & Security Department also monitors the local alarm panels of the buildings.

Fire Safety Plans

If a fire is discovered in any college building, members of the campus are encouraged to pull the pull station and evacuate the building as instructed and demonstrated in fire drills or call the Security Department at the numbers listed in the Emergency Telephone and Campus Numbers section of this report.  The fire alarm emergency signal is a continuous sounding alarm. In case of a fire each person in the residence hall or building should leave the building as quickly as possible, using available stairways and fire escapes. Each student or campus community member should also leave room doors unlocked and close the door upon exiting their room.  Students and community members should walk quietly and quickly downstairs and stand in a designated area away from the building. Fire safety procedures are listed on page 19 in the On-Campus Living Guide for Students Handbook or online at: 

http://www.pratt.edu/student_life/campus/campus_housing/campus_residence_halls/housing_policies/.
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Types of Building Fire Systems for Brooklyn Campus Residence Hall: 
Student Housing Fire Protection Systems



	Willoughby Hall 
	Stand pipe & Sprinkler system.  Gravity feed.

Main valve chained, valves with tamper switch.
	System type EST-2 & EST-3. Central Station Connection through Statewide Fire Corp.  

	Pantas Hall
	Stand pipe & Sprinkler system. Fire pump. Main valve chained, valves with tamper switch.
	System type EST-2.  Central Station Connection through Statewide Fire Corp.

	ELJ Hall
	Stand pipe & Sprinkler system. Fire pump.  Main valve chained.
	System type Thorn Automated System M-200 and Fire Quest 200. Central Station Connection through Statewide Fire Corp.

	Cannoneer

Hall
	Stand pipe & Sprinkler system. Fire pump.  Main valve chained, valves with tamper switch.
	System type EST-2.  Central Station Connection through Statewide Fire Corp.

	Stabile Hall
	Stand pipe & Sprinkler system. Fire pump.  Main valve chained, valves with tamper switch.
	System type EST-2.  Central Station Connection through Statewide Fire Corp.

	Grand Ave.
	Stand pipe & Sprinkler system.  Fire pump.  Main valve chained.
	System type Cerberus Pyrotronics MXL-IQ.  Central Station Connection through Statewide Fire Corp.

	Caroline Ladd Pratt House
	Stand pipe & Sprinkler system. Main valve chained.
	System type Acme 120V.  Central Station Connection through Statewide Fire Corp.

	Types of Building Fire Systems for Munson-Williams-Proctor Arts Institute
 Student Housing Fire Protection Systems


	1229 Hart 
	Wet sprinkler throughout. Flow and valve tamper switches monitored by F/A panel 
	Addressable fire alarm panel with hard-wired photo-electric smoke detectors in hallways; hard-wired smoke/heat detectors in mechanical rooms, custodial closets, lounges & student rooms; hard-wired heat detectors in kitchens. Sounder bases on all smoke detectors. Fire alarm panel annunciates to Security. 

	512 Plant
	Wet sprinkler in mechanical rooms, stairwells, hallways and basement.

Flow and valve tamper switches monitored by F/A panel 
	Addressable fire alarm panel with hard-wired photo-electric smoke detectors in hallways; hard-wired smoke/heat detectors in mechanical rooms, custodial closets, lounges & student rooms; hard-wired heat detectors in kitchens. Sounder bases on all smoke detectors. Fire alarm panel annunciates to Security.

	16 Cottage Place
	Wet sprinkler in mechanical rooms, stairwells, hallways and basement.

Flow and valve tamper switches monitored by F/A panel 
	Addressable fire alarm panel with hard-wired photo-electric smoke detectors in hallways; hard-wired smoke/heat detectors in mechanical rooms, custodial closets, lounges & student rooms; hard-wired heat detectors in kitchens. Sounder bases on all smoke detectors. Fire alarm panel annunciates to Security.
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Building Fire Equipment

Mechanical problems with locks, doors, or other security or fire equipment should be reported to Facilities Management or the Security Department.  Students are encouraged not to walk on fire escapes or the roofs of college buildings except during drills or a fire emergency.  Students found in the resident halls after the fire alarm has sounded will be referred to the campus judicial process.

Fire Safety Procedures
In case of a fire in your room, call the campus security department at the respective numbers.  Give your name, exact location of the fire and, if known, what is burning.  If you cannot put the fire out yourself, leave immediately and pull the closest fire box alarm station as you exit the building.  As you leave the room, be sure to close the door behind you, this will help prevent the fire from spreading.  Do not use elevators, proceed to the nearest stairwell. Return to the building only when instructed to do so by campus security staff, police, or fire department officials.  In Willoughby Hall:  If a smoke condition exists in the hallway or in a stairway, it is better to remain in your room with the door tightly closed.  The fire proof nature of the building allows for this to be a safer situation than exposing oneself to harmful smoke that exists in a fire condition.
Warning:  The act of discharging a fire extinguisher, lighting a fire, and misuse or tampering with the alarm or sprinkler systems is considered irresponsible behavior and endangers the lives of others and can results in immediate judicial or criminal action. The college reserves the right to pursue criminal charges through the appropriate authorities.  The penalty for discharging fire extinguishers or misuse or tampering with fire alarm or sprinkler systems will be determined by the Judicial Affairs Office and the campus security director.
Policies Related to Fire Safety Measures

Portable electronic appliances

Electrical Equipment: Electrical appliances, including but not limited to clothes washers, dryers, and dishwashers are prohibited in apartments and rooms.  Microwave ovens, toaster ovens, and toasters or any other exposed coil appliance are prohibited from rooms without kitchens except for those provided by the Office of Residential Life and Housing.  Coffee makers and the like with non-exposed heating coils are permitted.  
Air conditioners are prohibited from all halls except Willoughby Residence Hall and Grand Avenue Residence, where air conditioner units must be installed into the sleeves for the wall.  Students are not permitted to make modifications or alter existing room configurations. (The On-Campus Living for Students Guide, page 14). 

Lighting:  Some students may desire or require lighting in addition to the lights provided in a particular room. Students are encouraged to bring desk lamps and other light sources with them, not only to provide additional lighting, but also to personalize their space.  Halogen lamps provide great light and are popular.   Any halogen lamp brought into the residence hall must be UL approved and have a protective screen covering the bulb.  
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Although these lamps have been the source of fire Pratt’s insurance carrier has permitted continuing the use of these light sources within the above stated guidelines.
Open Flames/Candle/Incense and Flammable Materials:  Candle and incense burning are a threat to the health and safety of all residents.  As such, possession and use of these items in the residence halls is strictly prohibited.

The use of any open-flamed devices (incense, candles, coal burning hookahs, Sternos, and kerosene lamps) is strictly prohibited.  Also, as a result of their inherent dangers, flammable materials such as paints and paint thinners are prohibited except in small quantities.

Cooking:  Students who live in apartments with kitchens have a responsibility to maintain the stovetop and oven so that they are clean and safe.  Always clean grease and other food from the top of the stove and inside the oven.  NEVER LEAVE FOOD UNATTENDED WHILE COOKING. Judicial charges will be brought against any resident who, through negligence, creates a potentially dangerous situation in the hall.  This includes activating a smoke detector or fire alarm due to negligent cooking habits.
Decorations:  Decorating room/apartment walls is permitted, however, tapestries, carpets, and other materials hung from walls or ceilings that are a fire hazard is prohibited.  Non-artificial Christmas trees are also prohibited in residence halls.        
Smoking:  In compliance with New York State law, all residence halls (including balconies and fire escapes) are smoke-free.  In addition, Pratt prohibits smoking in any indoor space on campus including, but not limited to, classrooms, studios, dining halls, and lounges.  Also smoking is not permitted within 25 feet of any building entrance or exterior wall with windows or intake vents.

Fireworks Policy:  The use of fireworks is illegal by New York State Law. The possession or use of fireworks on campus is prohibited. Policy violation may result in judicial action or criminal actions.

Fire Evacuation Training

Pratt Institute Safety and Security Department along with Residential Life conduct fire drills in campus student residence halls at the beginning of each academic year. Each resident is required to participate in the drill.  Pratt Institute currently and routinely contacts the New York City Fire Department for training and advice on fire prevention and response. 

Fire Evacuation Information 
A Fire Evacuation Sheet is posted on the back of all student apartment and room doors.  Students are asked to inform an RA if this sheet is not on the back of their door.  This important instruction will indicate evacuation paths in case of a fire emergency.  
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Statistics For On Campus Student Resident Facilities

Statistics concerning the on campus student residential facilities are listed below by campus in the most recent calendar year for which data is available:

Pratt Institute Brooklyn Campus
	2010
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	CAUSES
	 
	 
	 
	 
	RESULTS
	 

	On‐Campus Student Housing Facilities 
	System Trouble 
	Cooking  
	Cigarette type smoke  
	Unknown 
	Other Responses  
	Sprinkler set off by resident not fire 
	Fire 
	Fog machine 
	Steam 
	Construction  
	False pull station 
	Candle 
	TOTAL  
	Injuries
relating to
fire
resulting
in
treatment
at medical
facility
	Death related
to
Fire
	Value of Property Damaged by Fire 

	Willoughby Hall
	3
	96
	0
	2
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	 3
	0
	0
	107
	0
	0
	0

	Cannoneer Court
	0
	3
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0

	Stabile Hall
	1
	6
	 0
	2
	2
	0
	1
	0
	2
	 0
	0
	0
	14
	0
	0
	0

	Leo J. Pantas Hall
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ELJ Hall
	1
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Grand Avenue
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Caroline Pratt House
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Student Townhouses*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ALARM TOTALS
	5
	 105
	 0
	6
	3
	0
	3
	0
	3
	3
	0
	0
	128
	0
	0
	0


*New facility completed August 2011
Pratt Institute Munson-Williams-Proctor Campus
	2010
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	CAUSES
	 
	 
	 
	 
	RESULTS
	 

	On‐Campus Student Housing Facilities 
	System Trouble 
	Cooking  
	Cigarette type smoke  
	Unknown 
	Other Responses  
	Sprinkler set off by resident not fire 
	Fire 
	Fog machine 
	Steam 
	Construction  
	False pull station 
	Candle 
	TOTAL  
	Injuries
relating to
fire
resulting
in
treatment
at medical
facility
	Death related
to
Fire
	Value of Property Damaged by Fire 

	1229 Hart St
	1
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0 
	0
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0

	512 Plant St.
	0
	  1
	 0 
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 0
	0
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0

	16 Cottage Place
	1
	0
	 0 
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 0
	0
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0

	 ALARM TOTAL  
	2
	4
	 0
	6
	2
	0
	0
	0
	2
	 0
	0
	0
	16
	0
	0
	0
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Fire kills, no matter the age. And with August and September typically being the worst months for fatal campus-related fires, there is no more appropriate time for everyone to reacquaint themselves about living fire safe. 

Unfortunately, most college students do not realize how quickly a fire can grow, or even worse, what to do when a fire does occur. Therefore spreading the fire safety message and imparting vital life preserving skills requires a team approach. 

During the Month of September (Campus Fire Safety Month), the Institute along with the assistance of the New York City Fire Department provides students with material and training on fire safety in campus-related settings to help them learn to protect themselves. 

Alcohol and Fire

Alcohol impairs judgment, slows reaction times and affects coordination!  Consumption of alcohol or other drugs lowers the probability of quick and logical evacuation and often is a contributing factor of the cause of the fire.  Alcohol impairment has been found to greatly increase the probability of death from fire.
A study conducted by the Fire Protection Research Foundation of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) showed the effectiveness of emergency alarms decreased when individuals were alcohol impaired and asleep. Since the 1970s, smoke alarms have decreased fire deaths by 50%.
Alcohol, auditory alarms and sleep

Unfortunately there is limited research on how arousal thresholds during sleep may differ with alcohol ingestion. Some studies have tried to document possible changes in the amount of deep sleep during the night but consistent differences are not reported, possibly because a “whole  night” approach tends to be used. Where changes across the night are considered it has been shown that deep sleep is often increased in the first two hours of sleep.   As time of day fire fatality statistics suggest that midnight to 2 am is associated with more fire deaths at home.  This initial augmentation of deep sleep is likely to be of most significance in terms of responsiveness. 
A study undertaken by Ball & Bruck (2004) specifically explored the effect of alcohol on the ability of young adults to awaken to a range of auditory signals in three conditions, sober, .05 BAC (Blood Alcohol Content), and .08 BAC. The participants were aged 18 to 26 years and were self-reported deep sleepers. The methodology involved presenting signals in stage 4 sleep (the deepest stage of sleep) at volumes increasing in 30 second steps of 5 dBA each from 35 dBA to 95 dBA, with no silences between the steps. It was found that alcohol significantly affected the ability of the sleeping participants to respond to all alarm signals. 
Emergency Telephone and Campus Numbers

Fire: 
(Brooklyn)




3540 or 718-636-3540    




(14th Street)




7776 or 212-647-7776


(Munson-Williams-Proctor Arts Institute)
4444 or 315-797-0000
 ext. 2126
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Resources
New York City Fire Department NYFD
www.nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml
FDNY Fire Safety

www.nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/safety2/fire_safety_downloads.shtml
National Fire Prevention Association

www.nfpa.org
The International Association for Fire Safety Science

www.iafss.org
U.S. Fire Administration FEMA

www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/
The Center for Campus Fire Safety

www.campusfiresafety.org
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